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President

With only four months left as President of Nebraska
Music Teachers Association, I want to take this opportunity
to thank everyone who has helped make the last several
years a success, despite the unprecedented challenges
we faced. A special thank you goes to Past President
Larry Jones who was, and remains a faithful advisor. His
extensive experience and leadership have been immensely
beneficial to not only myself and the Board but the entire
membership. I am pleased to announce that he will be on
the slate of officers as Secretary for the next term. I also
want to thank Erin Blake and Maria Jacobsen who are
leaving the Executive Committee.
Erin Blake, as Vice President, has served as State
Festival chair these last three years and helped create,
design and facilitate an online Festival so our students had
a performance opportunity. Maria Jacobsen has served as
Secretary and continues to serve Omaha Music Teachers
Association in many capacities. She is one of the most loyal
and active members of NMTA and OMTA. Thanks to all
the members of the Board and others who are too numerous
to mention individually but know that I recognize your hard
work and appreciate your support and willingness to serve!
I hope you have found your positions and responsibilities as
fulfilling as I have.
Reflecting on these past years, I will say that choosing
to accept a 9-year commitment (3 years as President-elect,
3 years as President and 3 years as Past President) was a
difficult decision and one I did not make lightly. Ironically,
although the 9-year commitment was one of the biggest
obstacles to accepting the nomination, the time has flown
by! In fact, it has gone by so quickly that I thought I
had another year as President—even telling MTNA this
when they asked who was going to be President in 2022!
Fortunately, I was reminded that I had already served 3 years
and was happy to notify them that Angela Miller-Niles will
begin her term as NMTA President beginning in October,
2021. Although I have enjoyed my time as President, I am
very happy to assume the role of Past President.
Like so many busy people, I really wondered how I
would find the time to fulfill the duties and responsibilities
of the Presidency. Not only did I somehow find the time,
but I found it was often really fun! l A quick Google
search shows that there are many studies on the benefits
of volunteering. Volunteering helps counteract the effects
of stress, combats depression and makes us happy! It
increases self-confidence and gives us a sense of purpose.
The increased social interaction improves our mental
and physical health, improves brain function and even
improves our immune system! Studies show that long-term
volunteers even live longer lives with less disease! That’s a
nice payoff!
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“One of the great ironies of life is
this: He or she who serves almost
always benefits more than he or
she who is served.”
-Gordon Hinckle
Are you ready to make new
friends, improve your mental and
physical health and have some
fun doing it? Then I encourage
all of you to consider serving
in some position at NMTA.
Are you a very busy person?
Forbes magazine reported that
“volunteering makes you feel
like you have more time.” And
most NMTA responsibilities
really don’t take that much time.
Please let us know if you would
be willing to serve in any way!
Gail Dunning, President
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Conference Call
for

POSTERS!

The 2021 NMTA State Conference will be at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in Lincoln, Nebraska on October 2122, 2021. We are looking for poster presentations featuring research projects, outreach or collegiate chapter activities.
Presenters must furnish their own poster board. Posters should contain all pertinent information in a manner that
can be read from 3-4 feet away.
Required materials:
Maximum 250 word abstract/description telling what the poster will represent
Poster title
Preliminary graphic of the poster
Presenter contact information: name, institution (if appropriate), email, phone
Presenter Bio
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Proposals must be submitted by September 1, 2021.
SUBMIT TO: Angela Miller-Niles, President-Elect, via e-mail as a Word or pdf attachment at anmille1@wsc.edu

Announcing the State Conference 2021
Hello NMTA members! We are on-track to have an in-person
conference October 21-22, 2021 at UNL in Lincoln, with a special
thanks to the Glenn Korff School of Music for their co-sponsorship of
our event. The NMTA performance and MTNA competitions, along
with the NMTA state festival, will take place following the conference
on October 23-24. We appreciate your patience and flexibility as some
details, including programming and schedules, may change as we
continue toward the event date.

David von Kampen is our 2021 NMTA Commissioned Composer. Von
Kampen’s work spans a wide variety of genres and styles, including
jazz, choral music, hymnody and liturgy, solo voice, chamber music
and musical theater. His work Trisagion will be performed in both
piano solo and choral versions.
Several other events will be a part of the conference program.
Pianist Arnaldo Cohen will be playing a concert at the Lied Center
on the Wednesday evening before the conference, and he will be
giving an advanced masterclass during the conference featuring UNL
students. Paul Barnes will give a presentation on a new work by
Victoria Bonds, with a special appearance by the composer. We will
also have a presentation by UNL graduate student Madeline Rogers.

Esteemed composer and educator Dennis Alexander will be our
conference clinician. He will be presenting several sessions throughout
the conference. Since his affiliation with Alfred Publishing in 1986 as
a composer and clinician, he has earned an international reputation
as one of North America’s most prolific and popular composers of
educational piano music for students at all levels. I’m sure we’ve all
had students play his fantastic music, and I’m looking forward to
hearing his presentations.

I hope you all are doing well in our return to ‘normal’ and I’m
excited to see you at the conference in October!
Angela Miller-Niles, NCTM
NMTA President-elect

The Moran Woodwind Quintet will present our artist recital
on Thursday evening. One of the most active and visible quintets in
the Midwest, the Moran Woodwind Quintet is the resident faculty
woodwind quintet of the Glenn Korff School of Music. I am sure we’ll
all enjoy the opportunity to hear some fantastic chamber music.
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NMTA

Travel Grant
A Travel Grant is available through NMTA to assist with travel expenses for a teacher attending an MTNA-affiliated
conference. This year the Travel Grant allowance has been increased from $500 to a maximum of $750. The applicant must be
an NMTA/MTNA member in good standing during the year of application, and the travel must be completed in 2022. Before
receiving the grant money, the recipient must write an article describing her/his conference experiences for the NMT Newsletter
issue that immediately follows the event. Travel Grant Application information is listed on the NMTA website. In the letter
of application, specify the conference location and dates, and include a brief resume of the applicant. The NMTA Executive
Committee will select the Travel Grant recipient. The Executive Committee requires criteria by which to measure and evaluate
the strength of each application. These criteria are listed on the NMTA website: nebmta.org
Please submit all materials by November 15, 2021 to Gail Dunning at: gail@dunningpianostudio.com

Teacher of the Year Nominations
We can be proud that we have many outstanding teachings in NMTA. Please consider nominating one of them for the 2022
NMTA Teacher of the Year Award. A list of past winners can be found on the Teacher Programs/Awards page of the NMTA
website (see Requirement No. 3, below). Nominations must be received by January 10, 2022. Nominations need only contain
a few sentences describing the qualifications of the nominee. Nominees do not submit portfolios. Please send nominations via
email to:
Gail Dunning
gail@dunningpianostudio.com
NMTA Teacher of the Year Award Requirements (also listed on the NMTA website):
1. Member in good standing of NMTA/MTNA for the past five consecutive years;
2. Demonstrated excellence in teaching as evidenced through festivals, competitions, student recitals, and other musical
activities;
3. The award recipient must not have received the award within any of the previous ten years;
4. Nominee must have held at least one local or state-wide appointed or elected office;
5. No one currently serving on the NMTA Executive Committee (elected officers) is eligible for this award.
The NMTA Executive Committee will select the recipient. The individual receiving the award must attend the state
conference in the year in which the award is given and must be present at the awards ceremony. The honor includes a plaque
and cash award. An article about the recipient will be published in the subsequent NMTA newsletter.
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Misogyny in Mozart:
Is Le Nozze di Figaro Truly About Figaro?
by Paige Michaud

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, arguably one of the most prolific
composers in Western classical music, is well known for the over six
hundred pieces he wrote in his lifetime: symphonies, instrumental
concertos, chamber music, vocal works, keyboard works, and –
most notably – his operas. More specifically, his most popular
operas were Le Nozze di Figaro K. 492, Don Giovanni K. 527, Così
Fan Tutte K. 588, and Die Zauberflöte K. 620. These operas were
revolutionary, not only in the world of music as another addition to
Mozart’s impressive repertoire, but as motivators to the continuous
development of the opera.

With every proposition the Count makes to Susanna, Mozart ensures
that she is dictating how the scene will go. In every proposition
scene, Susanna is already working with the Countess to trick the
Count back into his marriage. Not only does the woman lead the
plot, by being one step ahead of a predatory man with power trying
to seduce someone who, in accordance with gender normalcies of
the time period, wouldn’t be able to say no to a man, but she leads
the music. Susanna is the one to resolve the Count’s secondary
functions and lead him into new keys. In the Act IV finale, ‘Susanna’
and the Count have a duet, but Rosina, the Countess, is singing in
Susanna’s clothing – and the Count doesn’t realize he’s been tricked.
However, this is the first time that ‘Susanna’ follows the Count’s
harmonic lead. Their duet is again analyzed by Charles Ford’s book,
saying,

These operas are incredibly complex, not just in their
production and musical ideas, but in their characters – specifically
female characters. Women in Cosi Fan Tutte, like Despina, who
seem shallow and money-driven, are representative of a woman’s
need to survive in a world built against her; the sisters Fiordiligi
and Dorabella, who tell the tale of women who need to marry –
quickly – because marriage used to be the only option. Women who
seem desperate for a man’s attention, such as Donna Elvira in Don
Giovanni, are really the ones resolving cadences and leading the
harmonic progressions. The depth of Mozart’s female characters in
these three operas are unmatched by any other composer to date.

‘Susanna’ sounds completely compliant with the Count’s desires
when he sings ‘Accostati ben mio!’ (‘come closer my dear’), for she
follows through with his dominant modulation, singing with
complete security, ‘Giacché così vi piace, eccomi quì signor’
(‘As it pleases you, I am here my lord’), and then agrees to give
him her hand… In the development section of this G major sonata
‘Susanna’ continues to placate the Count’s desires by following him
into E minor….

In 1786, Mozart wrote one of his most famous operas: The
Marriage of Figaro. It is one of three “Da Ponte” operas, as the
libretto was written by poet Lorenzo Da Ponte. The other two operas
in this trio are Don Giovanni and Così Fan Tutte. In this opera, a
predecessor of The Barber of Seville, Count Almaviva tries to seduce
Susanna after her marriage to Figaro. Throughout the plot, the rest
of the characters try to trick the Count into falling back in love with
his wife, Rosina. Mozart uses the singing role to demonstrate the
control that the women in this opera buffa have over the men. In Act
I, Scene vi, the Count and Susanna sing “Ah Son Perduta!” which is
essentially the Count trying to deceive her into falling in love with
him. He sings to her about “getting Figaro out of the way” and asks
her to “meet him in the garden,” and from the audience it seems
as though the Count is controlling the scene. Musically, however,
Susanna is controlling the harmony. Charles Ford in his book,
Music, Sexuality, and the Enlightenment in Mozart’s Figaro, Don
Giovanni, and Cosi Fan Tutte, discusses the musical relationship
between the two characters. Though neither character really controls
the voice-leading,

This is commentary on the idea that men think they are the
deciding factor, but it is truly the women who control the scene.
While men think they hold more power than women, they are the
masterminds working behind the scenes to ensure that things go
their way.
In stark contrast to many female characters in operas, books,
and modern movies, every female character in Mozart’s Da Ponte
operas is unique, powerful, and representative of the struggles
women face. Mozart viewed women as strong, beautiful individuals,
and did an incredible job of writing them in such a way that the
average audience would see only sexism – while a deeper
dive into the minds of these women would reveal empowered
women that drive the plots and the musical ideas of the Da Ponte –
Mozart operas.
________
Paige Michaud is a flute
performance major at the
University of Nebraska at
Omaha. She is an active
member of the Heartland
Community Flute Choir and
the Heartland Philharmonic
Orchestra.

Twice, Susanna resolves the Count’s dominant sevenths, first in
C major and then in A minor, and twice she uses augmented sixth
chords to steer him back to E major, the dominant. Whilst, from the
Count’s perspective, Susanna must seem compliant, she is, as always,
in control of all these sensuous details.
Though the Count, in this scene, believes he is winning
over Susanna because of her response to his declaration of “love”
(possession), at this point in the plot, Susanna is in cohorts with
Figaro and the Countess to trick the Count into falling back in love
with his wife.
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Workshop Grant
An NMTA Workshop Grant in the amount of up to $1000.00 is available to any NMTA-affiliated organization or member
to assist with the expenses of a workshop for the purposes of teacher education/training and/or student activities. Application
details for the available Workshop Grant can be found on the NMTA website: nebmta.org. Submit all application materials via
email to Gail Dunning at gail@dunningpianostudio.com no later than February 15, 2022

SUBMIT
YOUR

ESSAYS!
We invite NMTA teachers and college students to submit original essays for possible publication in future issues of
the NMTA Newsletter. For an example, see Paige Michaud’s Mozart essay published in this newsletter.
Requirements
Essays may be pedagogical or scholarly in nature, or both.
Essays must be limited to 1,000 words or less
Submitted as Word documents, using Times New Roman 10-point font
Single spaced with double space between paragraphs.
The newsletter editor reserves the right to edit essays chosen for publication.
Send an essay submission as an email attachment to Gail Dunning: gail@dunningpianostudio.com
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LMTA News

The school year of 2020-21 is coming to an end. It is
a good time to reflect on this year and remember what we as an
organization have done.
We all feel it was a year of discovery, a year of trying a lot
of new things. Most of it was connected to experiencing new things
online and learning to navigate them. It was also a new attitude
towards relationships with our students and teaching methods, and
a new way of organizing recitals. In other words, we have learned
a lot!
Because of the pandemic most of the events which LMTA
was planning were virtual. Kudos to our program chair Krista
Hafez, who was able to organize special events and membership
meetings online. Despite online limitations LMTA still was able to
provide several interesting events for our students, thus continuing
to broaden their musical education.
In September we had our first Zoom meeting for the
whole membership: “A Cup of Music: Exploring MTNA Virtual
Conference Workshops and Webinars.” In October many of us
participated in the virtual state festival.
In November Dr. Kristín Jónína Taylor gave us an
overview on Nordic Piano music. Those of us who teach
composition enjoyed an LMTA-organized workshop/discussion
in which Nancy Schoen gave a presentation, and the participants
discussed various topics on how to reach composition.
In January we were finally able to have a Jazz
improvisation meeting with Jackie Allen and Dr. Hans Sturm.
We attempted to do this event last year, but had to cancel twice
because of the weather and the Covid Pandemic. This time it
was a big success! Everybody, teachers and students, enjoyed it
immensely. There were about 30 students who participated.
In March we had our annual Composition Contest.
Professor Tom Larson from UNL was our judge. This event was the
first in a long time which was conducted not online, but in person.
We all wore masks, the piano was cleaned after every performer,
and the kids’ musical creativity was celebrated. Composition
committee members were Marcia Wiebers, Jane Sonneland and
Marina Fabrikant. All compositions of the participants were
printed in the books, which are already available to people who
ordered them.
In early April we were able to have a Master Class with
Dr. Mark Clinton, Chair of the Piano division at the UNL. This
event also was a transfer from last year, but it was indeed very
successfully done. Dr. Clinton was conducting the Master Class
from his home online, but our students were able to gather together
at the Fellowship Community Church, listen to each other’s
performances and be advised by him.
In late April the District Festival went online guided by
Gail Dunning, Erin Blake and Jan Zimmerman.
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Several new members joined LMTA, and I h o p e
that in the future they will take an active participation in
our organization. Let’s welcome Lisa Martin, Elizabeth Grunin,
Madeline Rogers, Feifei Jiang, Jordan Redd, and Jordan Ellis.
Jennifer Reeves was hired as LMTA-MOP Administrative
Assistant andLMTA bookkeeper. She replaced Robert Goldberg
who resigned at the end of the year from his position. Mary
Down became LMTA Newsletter Editor. Aleta Collier, a longstanding member of LMTA and nurturer of numerous Lincoln
musicians, was named Nebraska’s MTNA Foundation Fellow
this year. Congratulations, Aleta, on this well-deserved and long
overdue honor!
We will miss our long-time member and dedicated web
master Cherise Matz who needed to lessen the weight of her
work and volunteer jobs, and treasurer Daniela Gonzalez, who
will be moving to Pennsylvania in July, where her husband got
a postdoctoral position. We wish her all the best in her future
endeavors. Several of our members decided that they would like
to retire from teaching, which is why long-time LMTA member
Lois Burger left our organization, as well as Charlotte Heermann
who moved to Oregon in January to be closer to her daughter.
Long-time member and great benefactor MarySue Harris moved to
California to be closer to her relatives. An initiative was created to
honor our long-term members on the occasion of their retirement.
We will miss them all greatly.
MOP is continuing to be very active. They constantly
invent possibilities to promote their students and get more
financial support for them. LMTA and MOP participated in several
fundraising events this year. After Thanksgiving, they participated
in the annual Holiday of Trees event. Recently, the Heritage League
of Lincoln donated $300 to MOP.
On May 22, several MOP students and teachers
participated in a concert dedicated to women composers given by
the Alumnae and Patronesses of Sigma Alpha Iota. This concert
was livestreamed on Facebook.
LMTA students continue to thrive. This year, senior
Larissa Myers received a $100 NMTA Thomas Ediger High School
Scholarship Award. Congratulations, Larissa!
Summer is here. I
wish that all LMTA and NMTA
members have a great and
healthy summer, full of new
and interesting music and many
happy events.
Marina Fabrikant, DMA
LMTA President
Union College
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NMTA Association Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the NMTA Association will
be held at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln,
Nebraska, on

Friday, October 22, 2021
at 12:15 PM.

The meeting room has not been finalized yet, so please
check the NMTA website closer to the State Conference for
the exact meeting location on the UNL campus. New business
during the meeting will include election of NMTA Officers,
and all NMTA members are encouraged to attend.

NMTA Officers Nominated
NMTA officers will be elected at the Association Annual Meeting, October 22, 2021,
12:15 PM, during the NMTA State Conference at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

President-elect

Immediate Past
President

Brenda Wristen

Gail Dunning

President

Secretary

Vice President

Treasurer

Angela Miller-Niles

Larry Jones

Susan Bertino

Regina Carnazzo

Many thanks to the Nominating Committee for their service: Linda Dahlstrom, Larry
Jones, Lindsay Kolster, Wanda Mandigo, and Angela Miller-Niles.
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Winners of the Thomas Ediger
Scholarship Announcements

The Nebraska Music Teachers Association (NMTA) recently announced the 2021 winners of the Thomas Ediger
Scholarships for high school and college students of NMTA members. Two full High School scholarships were also
awarded this year at the suggestion of the adjudicator, Dr. Alessandra Feris.
Collegiate Winner: Edith Hickman is an aspiring pianist currently pursuing her
undergraduate degree in keyboard studies at the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s School
of Music under Dr. Kristín Jónína Taylor. Inspired by her late grandfather’s love of music,
Hickman began her piano journey at the age of eight. Her senior studies were completed at
the Omaha Conservatory of Music. An accomplished pianist, she has performed in NMTA
festivals and competitions, studio recitals, masterclasses, and jazz ensembles. Hickman is
also a saxophonist and has toured Western Europe, performing in the Nebraska Ambassadors
of Music band and choir.”

Senior High School Winner: Alexis Nothelfer has played the piano for 12 years and is
presently studying under Anne Madison of Omaha. She is a part of the National Honors
Society, varsity soccer, varsity golf, and the powerlifting team. She has received several
awards in piano, including OCM Merit Scholar, NMTA Junior State Competition 1st place,
MTNA Junior State Competition 2nd place, NMTA Senior State Competition 2nd place,
MTNA Senior Performance Competition honorable mention, and a Nebraska Young Artist
Award. Alexis will be majoring in international relations at George Washington University
in the fall.

Senior High School Winner: Larissa Myers, Lincoln, has played the violin and piano for
15 years, and trombone for 9 years. She started taking violin and piano with her mother,
Lisa Myers, and still takes piano from her. After graduating from the Suzuki Violin program,
Larissa began studying with Dr. Ruth Meints of the Omaha Conservatory. On trombone she
started with Tom Kelly, and currently takes from Dr. Scott Anderson. Larissa plans to attend
the University of Iowa in the fall, majoring in violin performance and music education. Her
career goal is to start a school for the performing arts, including music, dance and theatre.

Dr. Thomas Ediger was Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities at Peru State College and a longtime member of the Nebraska Music Teachers Association and Music Teachers National Association. He was an
inspiration to many music students during his lifetime and he left a loving legacy. In 2020, NMTA established
a high school and collegiate scholarship in his name through the funds he so generously left to Nebraska Music
Teachers Association.
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