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from the President

Ah, Summer! My work life relies heavily on the school year 
calendar, and every summer I enjoy a chance to recuperate from my 
usual day-to-day stress. I do the things I don’t always get time to do, 
like sight-reading music, practicing pieces I just want to play with 
no performance attached, and reading books for fun. I play with my 
children and visit family. I hope you are all able to catch a bit of a 
break and re-energize in the Nebraska sun!

NMTA members have been busy, with three in-person district 
festivals in Hastings, Omaha and Lincoln. These events created great 
opportunities for area students. Look for district reports later in this 
issue. 

The MTNA national conference was virtual again, and although I 
missed the in-person interaction I was able to represent NMTA at the 
division meeting and I saw some great sessions. Members can still 
register and view presentations from the conference at mtna.org. 

As you reflect on the past school year and start planning for the 
next, keep in mind that we have local grants available from NMTA. 
Our workshop grant can be used by any NMTA-affiliated organization 
to assist with the expenses of a workshop for the purposes of teacher 
education and training and/or student activities, up to $1,000. We also 
offer a $750 travel grant to help members get to the MTNA national 
conference (or other MTNA-sponsored conference). Applications can 
be found on the website: www.nebtma.org. 

Have a great summer!

 Angela Miller-Niles, NMTA  
President
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N E B R A S K A h M U S I C h T E A C H E R S h A S S O C I A T I O N

Mark your calendars for the 2022 Nebraska Music Teachers Association State Conference and competition 
and festival events in October. The campus of the University of Nebraska at Kearney in Kearney, NE will host 
all events and act as co-sponsor. 

NMTA State Conference: October 20-21
NMTA Performance Competition: October 22 
MTNA Performance Competitions: October 22-23 
NMTA State Festival: October 22-23

The NMTA State Conference will include workshop sessions, performances, as well as an advanced 
masterclass. The main highlights of the conference include the following guests:

• Melody Bober, guest clinician: As a composer, Melody Bober enjoys creating motivational 
piano pieces that foster her students’ understanding and love of music. In addition to teaching 
piano in her private studio and serving as a church pianist and accompanist, Melody’s music-
teaching experience includes 20 years of public school and two years at the university level. 
A dynamic clinician and innovative composer, Melody will be presenting several sessions 
throughout the conference.

• Frahm Lewis Trio, guest artist: (Ting-Lan Chen, violin, Noah Rogoff, cello, and Nathan 
Buckner, piano). The University of Nebraska at Kearney resident Faculty Piano Trio was 
founded in 2008, but the ensemble received true institutional standing beginning in 2012 when 
a generous grant was made to UNK to this end in the name of late Central Nebraska cellist 
Bettelee Frahm Lewis, ensuring the trio’s future. The Frahm-Lewis Trio has represented UNK 
through annual faculty recitals on the UNK campus, as well as in performances in schools and 
public venues throughout Nebraska. Its repertoire includes much of the standard piano trio 
literature, lesser-known works, contemporary works, adaptations for piano trio, and works for 
piano quartet and other expanded ensemble combinations. Recent engagements include a series 
of recitals in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), Cambridge (England), New York City, Colorado, and 
throughout Nebraska. 

• Matthew Fuerst, 2022 NMTA 
Commissioned Composer

• Sessions by Michigan MTA 
member Lia Jensen-Abbott 
and new NMTA member Dr. 
Paul Zeller as well as a round 
table discussion moderated by 
Jerri Niver.

NEW THIS YEAR: Rather than being sent via U.S. mail, the summer bulletin containing more details about these 
events and the conference registration form were emailed to all current members on July 15th. These items are also 
available on the NMTA website under the conference tab. To register, please print out and mail the registration 

form and your check, to Regina Carnazzo at the address listed on the registration form.
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Call
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POSTERS

Conference 2022
The 2022 NMTA State Conference will be at the University of Nebraska at 

Kearney in Kearney, Nebraska on October 20- 21, 2022. We are looking for poster 
presentations featuring research projects, outreach or collegiate chapter activities. 
Presenters must furnish their own poster board. Posters should contain all pertinent 
information in a manner that can be read from 3-4 feet away. 

Please submit a maximum 250-word abstract/description of the poster 
presentation. Include the poster title, preliminary graphic of the poster, presenter 
name and bio, institution (if appropriate), presenter email and phone number. 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Proposals must be submitted by September 1, 2022. 
SUBMIT TO: Brenda Wristen, President-Elect, via e-mail as a Word or pdf 
attachment at bwristen2@unl.edu

The Lincoln District Festival was held in-person on April 23, 2022 at 
Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln, NE.  It was wonderful to welcome 
135 students from 22 teachers.  139 students were originally registered.  We had 
entries in piano, violin, guitar, voice, flute, and cello.  We had students in all 8 
levels: 1A-30, 1B-26, 2A-30, 2B-18, 3A-13, 3B-8, 4A-4, and 4B-6.  90% received 
a rating of I+, I, or I-!  97% qualified to attend the State Festival!  58% received a 
Certificate of Theory Excellence.

Congratulations to all the participants for their hard work and diligence 
in preparation!  Congratulations to all the teachers of these participants for 
your commitment to their music education!  Thank you to all the volunteers 
for your hard work!  Thank you to all our adjudicators, as well!  Thank you 
to Larry Jones and Nebraska Wesleyan University Music Department for 
hosting us!  These festivals are an inspiring opportunity, thanks to the fantastic 
collaboration of all the people involved!

Lisa Myers
Lincoln District Festival Chair

Lincoln District Festival

Volunteer OpportunityVolunteer Opportunity
Looking to be involved with the state board? We’re still in search of 
a Public Relations Chair and would love to have you! 
Email NMTA President Angela Miller-Niles at anmille1@wsc.edu 
with any questions.



N E B R A S K A h M U S I C h T E A C H E R S h A S S O C I A T I O N

       

An NMTA Workshop Grant in the amount of up to $1000.00 is available to any NMTA-
affiliated organization or member to assist with the expenses of a workshop for the purposes 
of teacher education/training and/or student activities. 

Application details for the available Workshop Grant can be found on the NMTA website: 
nebmta.org.
 
Submit all application materials via email to
Gail Dunning at nebmtainfo@gmail.com 
no later than November 15, 2022
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NMTA WORKSHOP GRANT

Travel GrantA Travel Grant 0f $750.00 is available through NMTA to 
assist with travel expenses for a teacher attending an MTNA-
affiliated conference. 

The applicant must be an NMTA/MTNA member in good 
standing during the year of application, and the travel must 
be completed in 2023. Before receiving the grant money, the 
recipient must write an article describing her/his conference 
experiences for the NMTA Newsletter issue that immediately 
follows the event. 

Travel Grant Application information is listed on the NMTA 
website. In the letter of application, specify the conference 
location and dates, and include a brief resume of the applicant. 
The NMTA Executive Committee will select the Travel Grant 
recipient. The Executive Committee requires criteria by which 
to measure and evaluate the strength of each application. 
These criteria are listed on the NMTA website: nebmta.org 

Please submit all materials by November 15, 2022 to 
Gail Dunning at: nebmtainfo@gmail.com

The annual meeting of NMTA membership is scheduled for 
Friday October 21st, 12:15-1:15 p.m. in the Conference Room 
of Ockinga Hall at the University of Nebraska at Kearney.
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Ediger 
Scholarships

This year, NMTA had five applicants for its Thomas Ediger 
Scholarships, two collegiate applicants and three in high school.  
Our judge was Dr. Jack Winerock, Professor Emeritus of Piano at the 
University of Kansas, who expressed that the quality of candidates 
was excellent in both divisions.

The winner of this year’s NMTA Thomas Ediger High School 
Scholarship is violist Emeline Burton, a student of Ruth Meints at 
Omaha Conservatory of Music.  Among her many accomplishments, 
she was selected for the NMEA All State Orchestra for the past 
four years and was awarded alternate in the MTNA Senior String 
Performance Competition at the state level in 2021.  She has also 
volunteered as a String Sprouts Teacher Assistant at Omaha 
Conservatory of Music for the past four years and as a musician at her church for the past seven.  Emeline 
plans to attend college as a freshman this fall to earn a degree in music with a minor in neurobiology, “so 
I can not only serve people with the musical gifts I have now and will obtain, but be able to research how 
different types of music affect the brain, providing therapy and healing through music.”  Her teacher, Ruth 

Meints, wrote, “She is an extraordinary young musician who strives 
for excellence in everything she does!”

The winner of this year’s NMTA Thomas Ediger Collegiate 
Scholarship is pianist Anna Renard.  Anna is pursuing a Bachelor 
of Arts degree at UNO with Dr. Kristin Taylor and is a member 
of the UNO Collegiate Music Teachers Association as well as an 
experienced jazz pianist in UNO’s “Jazz Too.”  Anna aspires to 
become a private piano teacher.  She wrote, “My ultimate goal is to 
own a piano studio and to teach young musicians.”  Dr. Taylor wrote 
of her, “I foresee her quickly becoming an important leader of her 
peers.  She is a creative mind and a kind soul with a keen intuition 
for music-making.”

Congratulations and best wishes to all of our fine applicants and 
their teachers and to this year’s winners!

Anne Madison
Ediger Scholarship Chair
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The Lincoln Music Teachers Association (LMTA) is 
celebrating its 80th Anniversary in 2022 holding true to 
their motto, “Revere Excellence”. LMTA provides monthly 
educational meetings, performance opportunities for 
their teachers and students, camaraderie among their 
members, and service to the community. Their award-
winning LMTA Music Outreach Program (LMTA-MOP) 
has also reached a milestone, celebrating its Twenty-Fifth 
Anniversary of serving the underserved. LMTA-MOP 
is a unique program which provides low-cost music 
lessons with an LMTA Teacher who meets educational 
and active requirements, instruments and their upkeep, 
instructional materials, and community performance 
opportunities for up to 50 area limited-resource students 
to study the instrument of their choice. 

The cost to student families is determined by the 
Federal Reduced/Free Lunch status:  Free Lunch Rate is 
$10 per month and $5 for each sibling; Reduced Lunch 
Rate is $25 month & $15 month per sibling.  When ready, 
students may participate in community service recitals 
and enter free of charge all LMTA events, District and 
State Festivals, and MTNA Competitions.  Exceptional 
students, or “Rising Stars”, may audition to study a 
second instrument or spend more time with their present 
teacher without paying an extra contribution.  
 Using private donations, grants, fundraising activities, 
and modest fees paid by the student families, LMTA-
MOP pays its teachers and other operating costs. Because 
of the work of LMTA volunteers who administer the 
program, and community partners who provide free or 
greatly reduced-cost piano tuning, instrument rental, 
upkeep and repairs, free printed music, piano moving 
and storage, and meeting or teaching space, LMTA-
MOP remains strong. Community Partners include 
Chet’s Moving and Storage, M.T. Cowell Piano Services, 
Dietze Music, Dwight Haupt Piano Service, Cgsmusic, 
Keith Heckman, Meadowlark Strings, The Violin Shop, 
Holy Savior Lutheran Church, St. Mark’s on the Campus 
Episcopal Church, New Visions Community United 
Methodist Church and the Glenn Korff School of Music.

LMTA-MOP is funded in part by the Ethel S. Abbott 
Foundation, Cooper Foundation, Find Your Light 
Foundation, Hormel Harris Foundation, Lincoln Arts 
Council, Lincoln Community Foundation, Pearle Francis 
Finigan Foundation, Woods Bros Realty Foundation 
for Giving, Viking Foundation, large donations from 
the Delta Omicron Alumni Club, Mu Phi Epsilon, The 

Heritage League of Lincoln, Thrivent, Universal Financial 
Strategies, West Gate Bank, LMTA Fundraisers and other 
private donations.  The cost to educate one student for a 
year is approximately $900.  Interest from the M.U.S.I.C. 
(Music for UnderServed Children) and LMTA Agency 
Endowment held at the Lincoln Community Foundation 
for the benefit of MOP pays for the educations of 
over three students per year.  In 2021, the M.U.S.I.C. 
Endowment celebrated its tenth anniversary. 

LMTA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation. Monetary, 
instrument and music donations are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. For more information, to make a 
donation, or nominate a student, go to www.LMTA.info 
[Music Outreach Program] or [MUSIC Endowment] 
and follow the directions given there.  Also like LMTA 
on  Facebook at:  Music Outreach Program – LMTA, and 
Lincoln Music Teachers Association. Any adult who is 
familiar with a child’s talent and interest may nominate 
a student. Download a Nomination Form from www.
LMTA.info [Music Outreach], or contact MOP@LMTA.
info.  

Jo Riecker-Karl
LMTA-MOP chair

LMTA Music Outreach Program 
CELEBRATE MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES IN 2022-23

Dr. Paul Barnes poses with his LMTA Music Outreach piano student and “Rising 
Star” Matvey Moisseyev and UNL doctoral students who performed at a Sigma 
Alpha Iota Fundraiser for the benefit of the LMTA Music Outreach Program.  
Pictured left to right, Jeremy Duck, Dr. Paul Barnes, Matvey Moisseyev and 
Florencia Zuloaga.
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Central Nebraska District FestivalCentral Nebraska District Festival
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After a three-year pandemic hiatus, Central 
District finally was able to hold an in-person 
Festival for 41 participants on May 7, 2022 at 
Hastings College.   Students represented from 
Grand Island to Fairmont, Nebraska. One family 
even traveled from Lincoln to join us!

 It was so much fun to watch the young ladies 
and gentlemen all dressed up for the judges and 
take their musical progress so seriously.  And 
we gave away a high percentage of medals to 
prove their work and dedication.  Every student 
qualified for State Festival at UNK this October.

 Thanks to each of the local NMTA teachers 
who helped at the Festival.  And thanks to Dr. 
Jonathan Sokasits for your hosting duties and 
Linda Alexander for creating the beautiful ratings 
poster.

 Next year’s District Festival will also be held at 
Hastings College on April 29, 2023.  

Linda Dahlstrom
Central District Chair

Congratulations to Lindsay (Kolster) 
Dietze, NCTM for becoming a newly 

certified teacher!

MTNA Certification
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Omaha District welcomed 190 participants from 198 
entries back to an in-person festival on April 30th, 2022 at 
the University of Nebraska Omaha’s Strauss Performing Arts 
Center.

Congratulations to all those who qualified for the State 
Festival. We are proud of our students and their teachers for 
the excellent preparation.  Fifty-eight percent of participants 
received Certificates of Theory Excellence.  Seventy-eight 
percent of participants earned a 1-or higher.

Thank you to 29 teachers that participated and a big thank 
you to all the volunteers.  Omaha District Festival would not 
be a success without you.

Ellen Scholl
Omaha District Chair

Omaha 
District 
Festival

OMTA members and events have flourished despite the ongoing 
Covid issues. Our Fun Fair was postponed from the normal 
February date and was held June  24th. Young Artist Competition 
went on as usual, and the renowned Dr. Jane Magrath presented 
the OMTA Spring Workshop via Zoom.

Fortunately, after that, our events returned to a more"normal" state! We enjoyed a spring program on new 
piano method series, and another featuring music theory books, programs, sites, and series. Both were well 
received by members both in person and concurrently via Zoom.  The Nebraska Music Teachers Omaha 
District Festival was also held in person and well attended. Looking forward, our incoming President-
elect (Program Chair), Mark Dickmeyer, is planning a number of exciting events for 2022-23 and our new 
President, Dr. Kristin Jónína Taylor will be leading out group to new heights!

Debra Bolte Heald, NCTM
OMTA Advisor

OMTA
Omaha Music Teacher Association


